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From Rev. Julie 

This wonderful photo by Lisa Gagne 
captures what first comes to mind when 
I think of emergence. I imagine myself as 
a seed in the ground, pushing up 
through the ground, and then bursting 
into flower. Or, I can imagine being 
wrapped in a cocoon, germinating, 
waiting to open to fullness. Emergence 
conjures up images of surprising new 
life, of entering the light after being in 
darkness, or of standing in awe as 
something unexpected unfolds before 
my eyes.  

This kind of emergence was on our 
minds as we chose this as our 
September theme. It seemed the perfect 
×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ Á ÎÅ× ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÙÅÁÒȣÁ 
willingness to be drawn into new growth 
and to envision more dynamic ways of 
being. Emergence begs these 
ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȣ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÕÎÆÏÌÄÉÎÇȩ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
pulsing toward birth? what doors are we 
being called to open?  

"ÕÔ ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÉÎÇÌÙȣÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÎÅ× 
emerged as I explored this theme. In 
philosophy, in science, and in systems 
theory, emergence is used to describe 

novel patterns and formations which 
could not have been predicted, but 
which come into being by virtue of the 
interactions between diverse entities in 
any system. Emergence is order 
spontaneously arising out of chaos. 
Emergent are the realities that are more 
than the sum of the parts.  

Emergence is what we can do together 
that we could never have done alone. 
Emergence is what happens when we 
gather in community, and allow each 
person their own uniqueness and 
autonomy, even as we strive for 
wholeness and coherence. Emergence is 
what happens when we continue to 
ÅÖÏÌÖÅȣÁÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ as a 
ÇÒÏÕÐȣÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ %ÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÅ 
happens when we interact authentically 
and openly with one another, without 
holding too tightly to rules and 
ÁÓÓÕÍÐÔÉÏÎÓȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÉÓȣ×ÈÏ 
know what marvelous things will 
happen!  

Beloved community is a whole that has 
life-giving properties that each person 
does not have alone. Beloved 
community comes about because of the 
interactions and connections between 

and among us. Your one wild and 
precious contribution is necessary for 
our emergence. Come, be a part of the 
possibility!  

WONDERINGS on the theme of  EMERGENCE 

DEFINITION 

e·mer·gence 
Ԛ̈͂mԚrjԚns/ 
noun  

1. the process of coming into view or 
becoming exposed after being 
concealed, as in the escape of an 
insect or other invertebrate from an 
egg, cocoon, pupal case, etc. 

2. the process of coming into being, or 
of becoming important or prominent. 

synonyms: appearance, arrival, 
coming, materialization 

3. higher-order complexity arising out 
of chaos in which novel, coherent 
structures coalesce through 
interactions among the diverse 
entities of a system, and occurs when 
such interactions disrupt, and 
ultimately coalesce into something 
novel. https://tinyurl.com/y8j9kdjj 

synonyms: spontaneous order, self-
organization, complex systems theory 

JOURNEYS 
-ÏÎÔÈÌÙ 4ÈÅÍÅ Ȱ5Î-Pack-)Ôȱ 

 

https://tinyurl.com/y8j9kdjj
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Once upon a time, there was a great 
kingdom, ruled by a sweet, generous, 
and kind king and queen.  But a grief 
hung between themɂfor they had no 
children.  

One day as the Queen walked in the 
deep old forest, she met an old woman. 
The old woman asked why she was so 
melancholy, and the Queen told her of 
ÈÅÒ ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅÓȢ Ȱ4ÏÎÉÇÈÔȟ ÇÏ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
ÇÁÒÄÅÎȟȱ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ'ÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ 
longings breath. Speak them into a cup. 
Then, flip the cup upside down on the 
ÅÁÒÔÈȢȰ 

Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÌÉÆÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÐȟ 
ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ Ô×Ï ÆÌÏ×ÅÒÓȢ /ÎÅ ÒÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ 
white. Whatever you do, pick the white 
ÆÌÏ×ÅÒȟ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÄ ÏÎÅȢȱ  

But for unexplainable reasons, in the 
morning, when the Queen lifted the cup, 
even though she intended to pick the 
white flower, she picked the red one. 
And immediately upon picking the red 
flower, the Queen knew that she had 
conceived a child.  

Nine months later, the Queen was 
surrounded by doulas as she was about 
to give birth. But what scuttled out from 
between her legs was not a child, but a 
small black snake. The eldest doula 
grabbed the creature and threw it out 
the window, just moments before a 
baby boy emerged. Amidst the 
celebrations, the snake was forgotten, 
and no one spoke of it again.  

The child grew and flourished, and many 
years passed. He grew up into a 
handsome young prince, and it came 
time that he should marry. He rode on 
horseback, looking for the woman who 
would become his bride. But at the very 
first cross-roads, the way was blocked by 
an enormous Lindworm, who frightened 
the Prince. With steaming coming from 
ÈÉÓ ÎÏÓÔÒÉÌÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÐÅÎÔ ÃÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔȟ Ȱ/ÌÄÅÒ 
ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÍÁÒÒÙ ÆÉÒÓÔȦȱ  

The Prince turned around and tried 
another road: but it was of no use. At 
every crossroads, he encountered the 
,ÉÎÄ×ÏÒÍ ÁÇÁÉÎȟ ×ÈÏ ÃÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔȟ Ȱ/ÌÄÅÒ  

 

ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÍÁÒÒÙ ÆÉÒÓÔȦȱ 4ÈÅ 
Prince was forced to return 
home, where he began to 
ask questions about what 
this meant. At last doula 
who had been present at his 
birth confessed that what 
the Lindworm said was true. 
The snake was really the 
eldest and ought to have a 
wedding first. 

Amazingly, the kind king 
and the queen decided that 
they must make a place in 
their home for the 
Lindworm, to bring him 
closer to them. And then 
they sent out word 
throughout the kingdom 
that there was a prince 
looking for a bride.  

Many women came, 
wanting to marry the prince, and one by 
one they are devoured by the Lindworm. 
Finally, word came from the edge of the 
kingdom that there is one woman 
prepared to marry the serpent prince. 
The woman was a shepherdess, and a 
great friend of the forest. So, after she 
agreed to marry, she sat by a tree, 
asking for guidance. The old woman 
again appeared, and instructed her, 
Ȱ9ÏÕ ÍÕÓÔ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ Ô×ÅÌÖÅ ×ÅÄÄÉÎÇ 
nightdresses, with embroidery around 
the heart. Wear all of them on your 
wedding night. And, also bring into the 
wedding chamber one great bath of 
milk, and one bath of lye, along with two 
ÓÃÒÕÂÂÉÎÇ ÂÒÕÓÈÅÓȢȱ 

On their wedding night, the Lindworm 
asked her to take off her dress. The 
ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÅÓÓ ÁÇÒÅÅÄȣÔÈÁÔ ÉÓȟ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ 
Lindworm would take off one of his sets 
of scales. No one had ever asked him to 
do that before, and so he agreed, 
however painful it would be. So, hour 
after hour, layer after layer, the 
shepherdess took off a dress, and the 
serpent took off some scales, until the 
Lindworm was laid raw and bare. Then 
the shepherdess took a scrubbing brush 

and the lye, and began to scrub him all 
over, until the serpent was screaming 
out in pain. And when she could finally 
see the ordinary beauty that he 
possessed, she bathed him all over in the 
fresh milk, calming him, and drew him 
into bed with her, putting her arms 
ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÈÉÍȣ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÅÌÌ ÆÁÓÔ ÁÓÌÅÅÐȢ  

The next morning, the King and Queen 
showed up, expecting the worse. But 
when they opened the door, they saw 
the girl, fresh and rosy, lying beside the 
handsomest prince that any one could 
wish to see. 

To this day, in the kingdom that is inside 
each of us, there exists one who is 
willing to see beyond appearances and 
one who is willing to shed their scales. 
We never know what might emerge! 

Listen to storyteller Martin Shaw:  
https://tinyurl.com/yb6wdct4  

 

 

To receive these monthly packets 

by email, sigÎ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÎ 5&0ȭÓ 

email list. Send a request to 

office@peterboroughunitarian.ca  

A STORY about  EMERGENCE 
The Lindworm,  an old Norwegian story   

https://tinyurl.com/yb6wdct4
mailto:office@peterboroughunitarian.ca
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 Darkness was upon the face of the deep; 
and the Spirit of God was moving over 
the face of the waters, when God 
created heavens and earth. ~ Genesis 1:2  

Human beings, viewed as behaving 
systems, are quite simple. The apparent 
complexity of our behavior over time is 
largely a reflection of the complexity of 
the environment in which we find 
ourselves.                        ~ Herbert A. Simon 

The further you are challenged and 
threatened, the more your warrior heart 
will emerge.                          ~ Bryant McGill 

I shower in the dark, barely able to tell 
soap from conditioner, and tell myself 
that I will emerge new and strong, that 
the water will heal me.  ~ Veronica Roth 

When a seed sprouts, it's a violent 
process. The skin breaks and splits in 
two. Something dies and something is 
born. Anytime you paint a strong or 
violent image, you may be expressing 
that part of yourself that's opening in 
order to let the new emerge.       
                                                 ~ Michele Cassou 

7Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȢ 
We came to awaken our full potential 
and infuse this dimension with divine 
light. ~ Derek Rydall 

One way to find food for thought is to 
use the fork in the road, the bifurcation 
that marks the place of emergence in 
which a new line of development begins 
to branch off. ~ William Irwin Thompson 

Constant reference to a 'war on terror' 
did accomplish one major objective: It 
stimulated the emergence of a culture of 
fear. ~ Zbigniew Brzezinski 

Only by being obsessed with little things 
do amazing things emerge. ~ Andy Dunn 

\ 

More is different!   
                ~ Philip Anderson 

My emergence has been 
slow and steady, I would 
say. I think I've improved 
every single year. I keep 
getting better; I keep 
getting fitter, sharper - 
and I'm not stopping.  
                         ~  Carli Lloyd 

The emergence of a child opens up this 
well of love that you just never knew you 
were able to have. And it's empowering.  
                                                       ~ Sarah Drew 

Everything that's created comes out of 
silence. Your thoughts emerge from the 
nothingness of silence. Your words 
come out of this void. Your very essence 
emerged from emptiness. All creativity 
requires some stillness.       ~ Wayne Dyer 

As long as habit and routine dictate the 
pattern of living, new dimensions of the 
soul will not emerge.     ~ Henry Van Dyke 

Today I am someone different. Today I 
have finally become who I really am.  
                                                      ~ C. JoyBell C. 

The possible solutions to a given 
problem emerge as the leaves of a tree, 
each node representing a point of 
deliberation and decision.   
                                                    ~ Niklaus Wirth 

Almost always, great new ideas don't 
emerge from within a single person or 
function, but at the intersection of 
functions or people that have never met 
before.                   ~ Clayton M. Christensen 

Even the most seemingly unpleasant 
situations - if you become aligned with 
it, something good will emerge from 

that.                                            ~ 
Eckhart Tolle 

We can have each other to 
dinner. We ourselves, and with 
each other by our converse, can 
create, not an architecture of 
global scope, but an immense, 
intricate network of intimacy, 
illumination, and understanding.      
                      ~ Robert Oppenheimer 

 

I remember, as a child, a particular groan 
that my father would sound when he 
crawled from the bed in the morning. I 
hear the same groan now, precisely, 
every morning, when I emerge from my 
own lair. It's more than an expression of 
physical weariness - it's an aching of the 
soul. Even the groans get passed down.  
                                                         ~ Kevin Barry 

!ÌÉÃÅ ,ÁÕÇÈÅÄȡ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÎÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇȟȱ 
ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȠ ȰÏÎÅ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÍÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ 
ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢȱ 
Ȱ) ÄÁÒÅÓÁÙ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÈÁÄ ÍÕÃÈ 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÅÅÎȢ Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ) ×ÁÓ 
younger, I always did it for a half hour 
ÅÁÃÈ ÄÁÙȢ 7ÈÙȟ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ 
as many as six impossible things before 
ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔȢȱ                              ~ Lewis Carroll,  
                                           Alice in Wonderland  

The emergent is unlike its 
ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔÓȣÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ 
to their sum or their differences.   
                                                          ~ G.H. Lewis 

Acorn struggles in pain to crack the hard 
shell and emerge. For it senses that out 
ÔÈÅÒÅȣ ÅØÉÓÔÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ËÎÏ×Ó ÉÔȢ )Ô 
feels that there is a sun, even if Acorn 
hasn't seen it. It has felt some warmth 
and energy and it aches for more.   
                                                         ~ Robin Rumi 

One water molecule is not fluid. One 
gold atom is not metallic. One neuron is 
not conscious. One amino acid is not 
alive.                                        ~ Jochen Fromm 

If you wish to make apple pie from 
scratch, you must first invent the 
universe.                                       ~ Carl Sagan  

Life is nothing but the wiggling and 
jiggling of atoms.         ~ Richard Feynman 
 

INSPIRATIONS on the theme of  EMERGENCE 
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3ÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÁÎÙ ȬÒÕÌÅÓȭ ÏÆ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ-intuitive 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÅȣÂÕÔ we also know that we are 
always control what we do as individual beings.  

Option A: Creative Emergent Dramatics 

 

Experience emergence in your body. Use yoga positions, or 
dance steps, to enact the feeling of emergence. You might 
start as a seed that opens and pushed through the ground, or 
as a bud that unfolds to a flower. Use your imagination. 
2ÅÐÅÁÔ ÉÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÏ ÂÕÉÌÄ ÓÏÍÅ ȬÍÕÓÃÌÅ 
ÍÅÍÏÒÙȭ ÆÏÒ emergence.  

(ÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÖÉÄÅÏ ÏÆ Á ÐÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÓÏÍÅ 
guidance. https://tinyurl.com/yd6o7hpf  

 

Option B: Emergent Art 

Theologian Catherine Keller speaks of creation out of chaos, 
or ex profundi. 
Collect some 
ÃÈÁÏÓȣ found 
objects, bits of 
nature, a variety of 
art supplies, dump 
out your junk 
drawerȣÁÎÄ ÓÉÔ 
with the question, 

Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ) ÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÍÅÒÇÅȩȱ ÏÒ Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÍÏÓÔ 
ÎÅÅÄȩȱ 4ÈÅÎȟ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÉÔȦ !ÌÌÏ× ÉÔ ÔÏ ÅÍÅÒÇÅȦ ɉ!Ó ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÓÏȟ 
consider what is represented within that chaos.)  

 

Option C: Making Friends 
with the Trickster  

What emerges in our lives can be 
quite a surprise, or even be 
disruptive. The presence of the 
ÔÒÉÃËÓÔÅÒȣÌÉËÅ ,ÏËÉ ÉÎ .ÏÒÓÅ 
mythology or Kokopelli in some 
NativÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓȣÃÁÎ 
teach us a lot about living with that 
which is unexpected and surprising in life. So, get to know 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÒÉÃËÓÔÅÒÓȦ &ÉÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓȣÏÎ ÌÉÎÅ ÏÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÉÂÒÁÒÙȣÁÎÄ ÓÅÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÃËÓÔÅÒ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÙÏÕ ÁÂÏÕÔ 
emergence. Learn a few stories and tell them to your friends! 

Here is some basic information to get you started: 
http://peterboroughunitarian.ca/files/2018/08/Kokopelli.pdf  

 

 Option D: Two Sets of EyeséOne for the Forest 
and one for the Trees  

It has been said that we often cannot see the forest for the 
trees, which is to say that the details rather than the overall 
picture. What emerges is often noticed only when we stand 
back and see ÔÈÅ ȬÆÏÒÅÓÔȢȭ !Ó ÙÏÕ ÇÏ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÁÙÓȟ ÂÅ ÓÕÒÅ 
to use both sets of eyes. Practice zooming in and then 
zooming out. Look at the details, but then zoom out and see 
the large picture. What emerges? What can you see that is 
impossible to see if you focus only on the details?  

I Will Not Die an Unlived Life           ~ Dawna Markova 
I will not die an unlived life  
I will not live in fear  
of falling or catching fire.  
I choose to inhabit my days,  
to allow my living to open me,  
to make me less afraid,  
more accessible,  
to loosen my heart  
until it becomes a wing,  
a torch, a promise.  
I choose to risk my significance;  
to live so that which came to me as seed  
goes to the next as blossom  
and that which came to me as blossom,  
goes on as fruit. 

PRACTICING EMERGENCE 
 

https://tinyurl.com/yd6o7hpf
http://peterboroughunitarian.ca/files/2018/08/Kokopelli.pdf
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QUESTIONS for 
REFLECTION on the 
theme of EMERGENCE  

 

!Ó ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÒÅÁÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ 
ÌÉËÅ ȰÈÏÍÅ×ÏÒËȱ ÏÒ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ 
be covered in its entirety. Instead, simply 
pick the single question that speaks to 
you most and let it lead you where you 
need to go. The goal is to figure out what 
being a part of a people of emergence 
means for you and your daily living. So, 
which question is calling to you? Which 
ÏÎÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ȰÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÒËȱȩ 

1. What is emerging in you now? Or, 
what would you most love to have 
emerge?  

2. What needs to die in order for 
something new to emerge?  

3. In your experience, what 
situations/people/awareness have 
allowed you to open up more fully to 
your potential?  

4. If emergence is order out of chaos, 
when have you experienced a chaos that 

allowed for something unexpected and 
novel to unfold?  

5. If emergence comes from silence or 
emptiness, as Wayne Dyer suggests, 
how might you access that kind of space 
in order to contribute to the emergence 
ÏÆȣȩ  

6. Consider emergence as the 
appearance of novel patterns out of the 
interaction of diverse beings. When have 
you experienced this? How might you 
contribute to emergent realities within 
your communities? (this might require 
some reading about emergence!)  

7. 7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȩ 9ÏÕÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ 
may not be listed above. As always, if 
the above questions don't include what 
life is asking from you, spend the month 
listening for the right question.   

 

 

 

MUSIC 

    Music is often the key to opening us    
    up. Here are some songs calling us to       
    welcome in others and life itself in  
    new and larger ways. Which song is  
    calling to you?  And if none of these  
    speak to you, do a little searching and  
    ÆÉÎÄ ȰÙÏÕÒ emergence ÓÏÎÇȢȱ 

Anything Could Happen ~ Ellie 
Goulding 
https://youtu.be/5hzgS9s-tE8  

Emergence ~ Daníel Bjarnason 
(Toronto Symphony Orchestra) 
https://tinyurl.com/yd44f8eh  

Emergence of Life  ~ Alexandre 
Desplat (Tree of Life soundtrack)  
https://tinyurl.com/ybwh23aw 

Good Riddance ~ Green Day  
https://tinyurl.com/ltl8dmz 

 

 

 

Here Comes the Sun  ~ The Beatles 
https://tinyurl.com/y7234xz9 

I Know This Rose Will Open ~ Mary 
Grigolia  
https://tinyurl.com/y7wbl9l6  

Kuthu Song ~ Emergence 
https://tinyurl.com/y9nlw7gv 

Language of a Rose ~ Joanna Estelle 
https://tinyurl.com/ya6flbhr 

One Voice  ~ 7ÁÉÌÉÎȭ *ÅÎÎÙÓ 
https://tinyurl.com/oww7cg7 

Seed in the Ground ~ Connie Kaldor 
https://tinyurl.com/y9zdd66a  

Tomorrow  ~ Aileen Quinn (Annie) 
https://tinyurl.com/y7234xz9 

You Never Know  ~ Dave Matthews 
Band 
https://tinyurl.com/ycjogw4w 

RESOURCES on EMERGENCE 
 

CHILDRENõS BOOKS  

 

Chomp ~ Carl Hiaasen (Young Readers) 

Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type  
 ~ Doreen Cronin 

Extra Yarn ~ Mac Barnett 

If You Hold a Seed  ~ Elly MacKay 

Letters from the Lighthouse  
~ Emma Carroll (Young Readers) 

On a Magical Do-Nothing Day    
~ Beatrice Alemagna 

The Simple Things ~ Bill Condon  

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs  
~ Jon Scieszka 

Wild Eggs: A Tale of Artic Egg 
Collecting  ~ Suzie Napayok-Short 

 

https://youtu.be/5hzgS9s-tE8
https://tinyurl.com/yd44f8eh
https://tinyurl.com/y7wbl9l6
https://tinyurl.com/y9nlw7gv
https://tinyurl.com/y9zdd66a
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MORE RESOURCES:  

Movies  

A Hologram for the King (2016/12A) 
- A failed American sales rep looks to 
recoup his losses by traveling to 
Saudi Arabia and unexpectedly finds 
himself.  

Call Me By Your Name (2017/15) - An 
emotionally riveting coming-of-age 
story about a summer romance in 
rural Italy between teen Elio and a 
strapping young scholar that takes a 
classy approach to the subversive 
kick that such a taboo relationship 
entails.  

Deeper than Black (2013/Doc) - A 
Ghanaian American filmmaker looks 
to bridge the divide between his 
African pedigree and American 
birthright by confronting the 
question: "Who am I, and where do I 
belong?" 

Made in Dagenham (2010/15) - A 
dramatization of the 1968 strike at 
the Ford Dagenham car plant, where 
female workers walked out in 
protest against sexual 
discrimination. Shows that leaders 
can emerge anywhere. 

My Life as a Dog (1985/PG) ɀ A 
young Swedish boy reflects on the 
death of his mother, the loss of his 
dog and a changing 
world by using the 
experiences of others to 
reconcile a life which is 
sometimes tough. 

Patrick's Story 
(1999/NFB) - Explores 
what brought a young 
man to attempt to end 
his life and what turned 
his life around. Patrick 
searches for his identity 
and spirituality as a 
Cree man, while discovering his 
talents in music and acting.  

Six Degrees of Separation (1993/15) 
ɀ An affluent couple finds their lives 

touched, intruded upon, by a 
mysterious young man. Speaks to 
the emerging importance and 
possibility of human connections 
that directly result from our 
postmodern reality. 

Startup.com (2001/Doc) - Traces the 
birth and failure of a new media 
company  

Tarnation (2003/15/Doc) - Jonathan 
Caouette reveals a powerful window 
into his survival against impossible 
odds, with the ultimate victory 

emerging from the existence of the 
movie itself.  

The Tree of Life (2011/12A) - Follows 
the life journey of one man through 
the innocence of childhood to his 
ÄÉÓÉÌÌÕÓÉÏÎÅÄ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȣÁ ÌÏÓÔ ÓÏÕÌ 
in the modern world, seeking 
answers to the origins and meaning 
of life while questioning the 
existence of faith. 

Tomboy (2011/U) - A succinct and 
unforgettable look at the purity and 
confusion of growing up through the 
lens of gender identity.  

Books 

Complexity: A Guided Tour ~ 
Melanie Mitchell ɀ Brings clarity to 
the workings of complexity across a 
broad range of biological, 
technological, and social 
phenomena, seeking out the general 
principles or laws that apply to all of 
them. 

Darkness Before Dawn: Redefining 
the Journey Through Depression ~ 
Tami Simon, editor ɀ Sixteen 

TABLE GRACE on EMERGENCE 

The Deep Well of Appreciation   ~ Marta I Valentín (excerpted and adapted) 

To rise, to rise each morning with the faint glow of starlight on our backs as we 
head into the joys, the surprises, the challenges of each day sometimes with awe 

and wonder, perhaps expectation, ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÄÒÅÁÄȣ 

What a gift we are given when we can rise in freedom, of some sort, to some 
degree. 

Let us give thanks for the interdependent web that brought food to our tables, 
for the spirits that gave of themselves so that we might eat, for the bended backs 

that labored in the hot sun and all the carriers that reached their destinations. 

In this rich well of appreciation, let us stretch our hand across the table of 
abundance, pressing lifeline against lifeline, giving thanks that we can do so, and 
gently holding in our hearts those who cannot, and could not from the beginning. 

Que asi sea. So may it be. Blessed Be. 
Amen. Ashe. Ho! As Salaam Alaikum. Shalom. 

Namaste. Paz. 

https://www.uua.org/worship/words/meditation/deep-well-of-appreciation 
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exceptional and compassionate 
teachers who have faced profound 
depression themselves offer insights 
and practices to help us receive 
depression's uninvited yet singular 
ÇÉÆÔÓȣÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÍÅÒÇÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
side. 

Emergence: The Connected Lives of 
Ants, Brains, Cities, and Software  
~ Steven Johnson ɀ Explaining why 
the whole is sometimes smarter than 
the sum of its parts, Johnson 
presents examples of feedback, self-
organization, and adaptive learning. 
How does a lively neighborhood 
evolve out of a disconnected group 
of shopkeepers, bartenders, and real 
estate developers? How does a 
media event take on a life of its own?  

Emergence: Seven Steps for Radical 
Life Change ~ Derek Rydall ɀ One  
simple, radical truth: the answer is 
already in you.  

Emergent Strategy: Shaping 
Change, Changing Worlds ~ 
adrienne maree brown ɀ Invites us to 
feel, map, assess, and learn from the 
swirling patterns around us in order 
to better understand and influence 
them as they happen. This is a 
resolutely materialist 'spirituality' 
based equally on science and science 
fiction, a visionary incantation to 
transform that which ultimately 
transforms us. 

Engaging Emergence: Turning 
Upheaval into Opportunity ~ 
Peggy Holman ɀ Change is 
everywhereɂat times it seems like 
barely controlled chaos. Yet within 
this turmoil are the seeds of a 
higher order. When a new system 
arises from the ashes of the old, 
science calls the process 
ȰÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÅȢȱ "Ù ÅÎÇÁÇÉÎÇ ÉÔȟ ÙÏÕ 
can help yourself and your 
organization or community to 
successfully face disruption and 
emerge stronger than ever. 

On the Brink of Everything: Grace, 
Gravity, and Getting Old ~ Parker 
Palmer ɀ Written to encourage 
adults of all ages to explore the way 
their lives are unfolding. It's not a 
how-to-do-it book on aging, but a 
set of meditations in prose and 
poetry that turn the prism on the 
meaning(s) of one's life, refracting 
new light at every turn. 

The Mushroom at the End of the 
World: On the Possibility of Life in 
Capitalist Ruins ~ Anna Lowenhaupt 
Tsing ɀ What manages to live in the 
ruins we have made? A tale of 
diversity within our damaged 
landscapes, this book leads us to 
better understand the promise of 
cohabitation in a time of massive 
human destruction. 

On the Web  

2017 : What Scientific Term or 
Concept Ought To Be More Widely 
Known?  
~ Antony Garrett Lisi ɀ There is magic 
in our world, but it is not from 
external forces that act on us or 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÕÓȣÔÈÅ ÍÁÇÉÃ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÏÍÅÓ 
from emergence. 
https://tinyurl.com/hx8qwlv  

#ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ )ÄÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÁÎ %ØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔ 

in the Process of Being Realized ~ 
Charles Foran ɀ Explores Canada's 
emerging identity as an 
experimental society. 
https://tinyurl.com/y7lx2mnw  

Emergence ~ Pratibha A. 
Interdependence  is what we as 
individuals - and as systems and 
societies - should strive for. 
https://tinyurl.com/y8j4gnv6  

Five Emerging Technologies in 
Science That Will Shape our Lives in 
the Coming Years ~ Toby Nwazor ɀ 
Life is starting to look more and 
more like science fiction every day. 
https://tinyurl.com/yazxzm52  

Using Emergence to Take Social 
Innovations to Scale  ~ Margaret 
Wheatley and Deborah Frieze 
In spite of current ads and slogans, 
the world doesn't change one person 
at a time.  It changes as networks of 
relationships form among people 
who discover they share a common 
cause and vision of what's possible.   
https://tinyurl.com/y7etuljj  

Videos  

Emergence ɀ How Stupid Things 
Become Smart Together 
How can many stupid things 
combine to form smart things? How 
can proteins become living cells? 
How become lots of ants a colony? 
What is emergence? 
https://tinyurl.com/y8v426xk  

Emergence ~ Bill Viola ɀ 
Commissioned by the Getty 
Museum as part of the Bill 
Viola: The Passions 
exhibition organized by the 
Museum in 2003. The video 
was inspired by a fresco from 
the 1400s by Masolino da 
Panicale, in which the dead 
Christ is shown at the 
moment of Resurrection. 
https://tinyurl.com/j25854z 

Emergence   ~ Max Cooper ɀ 
A video project linking 

science, music, and visual arts to tell 
the story of natural laws and 
processes, their inherent beauty, and 
their action to yield the universe, us 
and the world we live in. 
http://emergence.maxcooper.net/  

https://tinyurl.com/hx8qwlv
https://tinyurl.com/y7lx2mnw
https://tinyurl.com/y8j4gnv6
https://tinyurl.com/yazxzm52
https://tinyurl.com/y7etuljj
https://tinyurl.com/y8v426xk
https://tinyurl.com/j25854z
http://emergence.maxcooper.net/
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Grounded Theory and Trust in 
Emergence ~ Jonathan Fields 
Interviews Brené Brown. 
https://tinyurl.com/y9ezngj8  

I Know This Rose Will Open ~ Rev. 
Barbara Hamilton-Holway, Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berkeley, July 
18, 2010  
https://vimeo.com/13885111 

What is a Complex System?  
Ȭ%ÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÅȭ ÏÃÃÕÒÓ within complex 
systems. So what is a complex 
system? Watch this video and think 
about the systems you exist 
×ÉÔÈÉÎȣÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ×ÏÒËÐÌÁÃÅȟ 
neighbourhood, society, culture, etc. 
What patterns of organization 
emerge?? 
https://tinyurl.com/yc962y94  

Podcasts 

Emergence - Radiolab Podcast 
What happens when there is no 
leader? Starlings, bees, and ants 
manage just fine. In fact, they form 
staggeringly complicated societies -- 
all without a Toscanini to conduct 
them into harmony. 
https://tinyurl.com/y9ncn2u8  

The Biology of the Spirit ~ Sherwin 
Nuland ɂOnBeing Podcast 
What we call the human spirit ɂ our 

capacity for beauty and love, our 
drive to create balance in life and 
moral order in society ɂ is the 
emerging life force, the evolutionary 
accomplishment of the most 
complex organism on the planet, the 
human brain. 
https://tinyurl.com/yatmg6qu  

Thin Places, Thick Realities ~ Yossi 
Klein Halevi ɀ OnBeing Podcast  
Multiple narratives and many truths 
about the same facts emerge if only 
we listen. 
https://tinyurl.com/y9akhxzy  

 

EACH NEW DAY   
   ~ Peter Friedrichs  

Why is this blank page 
staring back at me, 
mocking, like an affliction, 
and fraught with dread? 
How can it hold such sway, 
this simple emptiness? 

Might it instead be a gift 
left on my doorstep overnight, 
waiting to be broken open 
with the dawn? 
A present, eager to emerge 
if only I had the sense 
to hold the paper 
over a candle flame, 
its lemon juice message 
appearing, like magic, 
clear and true? 

Each new day is like this, 
pure air, devoid of density, 
but for the weight of our own 
invention. 

Birds do not worry the 
morning 
or fret the rising sun. 
They wait, expectant, 
until its rays 
kiss their 
downy necks. 
Then, 
stretching, 
they turn to 
face the day, 
And sing. 

 
   

 

The Un i ta r ian  Fe l lowsh ip  o f  Peterborough  

Sunday Serv ices  @ 10am @ 775 Wel le r  S t 

www.peterboroughun i tar ian .ca 

o f f ice@peterboroughun i tar ian .ca 

705-741-0968 

WHO CREATES THESE 
PACKETS?  

7Å ÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÔÏ Ȱ3ÏÕÌ -ÁÔÔÅÒÓȟȱ Á 
resource from the Unitarian 
Universalist Association. Rev. 
Julie compiles each packet using 
those resources combined with 
many others. Contributions are 
always welcome!  
 Service Leaders and Covenant 
Group facilitators work with Rev. 
Julie to incorporate the theme 
into our programming & Sunday 
Services.  Would you like to share 
your talents and ideas? 
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒȭÓ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÉÓ VISION. 

CHALICE LIGHTING on 
EMERGENCE  

We All Emerge   
~ Eric Williams (adapted) 

We all emerge from 
Dwell within 

Are transformed by 
And called back to Love. 

 
7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÈÁÌÉÃÅȣ 

May our minds be humbled before 
,ÏÖÅȭÓ -ÙÓÔÅÒÙȢ 

May our hearts grow hopeful by it. 
May we be sustained by this Love 

always. 
 

https://www.uua.org/worship/word
s/benediction/we-all-emerge  

https://tinyurl.com/y9ezngj8
https://vimeo.com/13885111
https://tinyurl.com/yc962y94
https://tinyurl.com/y9ncn2u8
https://tinyurl.com/yatmg6qu
https://tinyurl.com/y9akhxzy
http://www.peterboroughunitarian.ca/
mailto:office@peterboroughunitarian.ca

