
Sample 1:  
 

November 19, 2015 
 

Hon. Stéphane Dion 
Minister of Foreign Affairs  
House of Commons 
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6 
 
Minister Dion, 

Canadian Unitarians are extremely concerned about our fellow Unitarians in Bujumbura, 
Burundi.  

Recently, the Unitarian Church of Burundi (the Assemblée des Chrétiens Unitariens du Burundi) 
was attacked and ransacked, where bullets were fired into walls and doors, and money was 
stolen.  Members of the church were questioned by government officials who visited on a 
Sunday.  Two days ago, the minister of the church, the Rev. Fulgence Ndagijimana, was arrested 
from the church at gunpoint, taken into police custody and interrogated severely regarding the 
activities of his church. He was threatened with physical harm and death.  At the moment, he 
remains in custody, with other members of the church also being questioned.    

The Canadian Unitarian Council and its international partners in the United States, United 
Kingdom, Romania and beyond are united in concern for the Unitarians of Burundi.  

We ask that efforts be made to call upon the Burundian government to cease and desist the 
persecution of the Unitarian Church of Burundi and its members; we interpret this as 
persecution stemming from reasons of their faith. We call for the immediate release of the 
minister of that congregation, the Rev. Fulgence Ndagijimana, from police custody without 
further harm to his person.   

Unitarians and Unitarian Universalists around the world stand in solidarity with our brothers 
and sisters in Burundi, who are as dedicated as we are to religious freedom, and a civil society 
in which all persons are respected and valued.  

We appreciate any efforts you can make on behalf of the Unitarian Church of Burundi. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Canadian Unitarian Universalists are a diverse religious community of Unitarian Universalists bound by a common 
commitment to equity and justice. Our principles call us to seek peace, liberty and compassion, to search for truth 

and meaning, and to respect the inherent worth and dignity of every person.  
 
 
 



Sample 2: (written by someone who knows Fulgence personally) 
 

November 19, 2015 
 

Hon. Stéphane Dion 
Minister of Foreign Affairs  
House of Commons 
Ottawa ON K1A 0A6 
 
Dear Minister Dion, 
I am writing to ask you to take action in a very urgent matter. 
 
Two days ago, the Rev. Fulgence Ndagijimana, minister of the Unitarian Church of Burundi (the 
Assemblée des Chrétiens Unitariens du Burundi), was arrested at gunpoint, taken into police 
custody and interrogated severely regarding the activities of his church. He was threatened 
with physical harm and death.  At the moment, he remains in custody, with other members of 
the church also being questioned. 
 
I have known the Rev. Ndagijimana since 2010 when we met at a conference organized by the 
International Council of Unitarians and Universalists.  Since then we have spent many hours 
together speaking about theology and our hopes and dreams for this world.  He has stayed in 
my home, he has visited my congregation and he has joined me and colleagues on retreat.   
 
Rev. Ndagijimana has built a strong ministry in Burundi that has provided care for his poorest 
neighbours, including helping them to access health care and schooling for their children.  He 
has created programs to address domestic violence, and has set up a foundation to provide 
care for children with HIV/AIDS.  He is an amazing man of peace who has been unjustly 
detained. 
 
I join the leadership of our international religious movement in collectively calling upon the 
Burundian government to cease and desist the persecution of the Unitarian Church of Burundi 
and its members.  We interpret this as persecution stemming from reasons of faith. We call for 
the immediate release of the Rev. Ndagijimana from police custody. 
 
I urge you to please contact the Burundi government and demand that the Rev. Fulgence 
Ndagijimana be released and safely returned to his church. 
 
In faith, 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CONTACTS 
 

IN CANADA: 
 
Ambassade du Burundi à Ottawa 
350  Rue Albert bureau 410 
Ottawa, Ontario K1R 1A4 
ambabottawa@yahoo.ca 
  
The Honourable Stéphane Dion 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A6 
stephane.dion@parl.gc.ca 
  
Office of the Embassy of Canada 
7112 Bujumbura 
Burundi 
bujumbura@canadaconsulate.ca 

 
And for US Citizens:  
 
John Kerry, Secretary of State 
US. Department of State - Diplomacy in Action 
no email address published but you can send a message on the CONTACT US page 
https://register.state.gov/contactus/ <https://register.state.gov/contactus/  
 
Burundi Embassy 
Ambassador Ernest Ndabashinze 
2233 Wisconsin AVE NW, Suite 408 
Washington DC 20007 
USA 
burundiembusadc@gmail.com 
 
Ambassador Dawn Liberi 
American Embassy Bujumbura 
B.P. 1720 
Avenue Des Etats-Unis 
Bujumbura, Burundi 
BujumburaC@state.gov  
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