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Upcoming Events Reminder – See below for full details. 
 

DATE DETAILS RSVP 
   
September 8, 2018 Unigogue Choir Practice  
September 9, 2018 Erev Rosh Hashanah  

September 10, 2018 
Rosh Hashanah, 1st Day – Schacharit, Torah, Musaf, Mincha at 
Houpt Farm – RSVP NEEDED 

YES 

September 11, 2018 Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day – Meditative Schacharit, Torah, Musaf  
September 18, 2018 Erev Yom Kippur – Kol Nidre  

September 19, 2018 
Yom Kippur – Schacharit, Torah, Yizkor, Musaf, Discussion, 
Neilah, Maariv, Communal Break of Fast – RSVP NEEDED 

YES 

 

Website Updates 

 
For additional information on upcoming events, please go to the Beth Israel website. 
These are links to pages in the Beth Israel website that have been updated recently.  Please check them 
out. 
(Hover your cursor over the link line to show the hint box.  Then, while you hold down the Control Key on 
your keyboard, press the left mouse button and you will be taken to the linked site.) 
Education Topics:  http://jccpeterborough.com/?page_id=5 
Calendar Page:  http://jccpeterborough.com/?page_id=34 
Events and News:  http://jccpeterborough.com/?page_id=7 
Shared Events (Beth Israel & Unitarian Fellowship www.facebook.com/2Faiths1Home 
(and check the sub-pages in the Events and News tabs. 
 
Like us in real life?  Like us on Facebook at….https://www.facebook.com/PeterboroughJCC
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Religious Events and Services 

 

High Holy Days, 2018 / 5779 
 
We hope everyone has enjoyed our warm summer.  Once again this year, Cantor Leon 
Litvack will be leading us in High Holy Day observances for the year, 5779.  If you 
have not had the pleasure of enjoying his services in the past, give yourself a treat 
and join us the rest of us who will be there.  The schedule is below. Please don’t 
forget to read the Cantor’s message which follows the schedule. 
 
Erev Rosh Hashanah - September 9 Sunday – Services 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

followed by Kiddush, and sweet treats (apples, honey and honey cake) 
in the shul 

 
Rosh Hashanah I – September 10 Monday – Services 9:30 am to 1:00 pm 

Shacharit / Torah / Musaf / Shofar blowing 
(Kohanim – please make sure you are there by 10:15 am) 

Following end of services, Tashlich at Jackson Creek where it crosses 
Bonaccord St. (a 10 min walk from the shul) 

 
Rosh Hashanah I – September 10 Monday – 4:00 pm onwards 

Special Minchah Service; Houpt Farm, 284 5th Line, Douro  
(maps available on request) (Wear comfortable clothes and for kids, fields of 
space to romp around in). 
Cantor Leon will lead us in a Minchah (afternoon) Service, focussing on a 
specific theme which will then be followed by a potluck. 
Please NOTE – this is a dairy potluck as we usually have in the synagogue.  
Please RSVP to bisptbo@gmail.com with details of who is coming (names), how 
many adults, how many kids (12 and under) and what food you are bringing for 
the potluck.  WE NEED THIS INFORMATION BEFORE SUNDAY SEPT. 9. 

 
Rosh Hashanah II – September 11 Tuesday – Services 9:30 am to 1:00 pm 

Meditiative Shacharit - 9:30 am to 10:30 am 
(Please note that you must be there on time: latecomers cannot be admitted 
until the service has ended). 
(Kohanim – please make sure you are there by 10:20 am) 

 
Rosh Hashanah II – September 11 Tuesday – Services 10:30 am to 1:00 pm 

(Kohanim – please make sure you are there by 10:20 am) 

Torah / Musaf / Shofar blowing 
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Erev Yom Kippur – Kol Nidrei – Sept. 18 Tues. – Services 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
 

Yom Kippur – September 19 Wednesday – Services 9:30 pm to 1:00 pm 
Shacharit, Torah, Yizkor at about 11:30 am, Musaf 
(Kohanim – please make sure you are there by 10:20 am) 

 
Yom Kippur – September 19 Wednesday –4:30 pm to 6:00 pm 

Spiritual Reflection Discussion 
 

Yom Kippur – September 19 Wednesday –6:00 pm to 7:40 pm 
Ne’ilah Service / Havdalah 
Followed by communal breaking of the fast potluck dinner.   
PLEASE RSVP to bisptbo@gmail.com with details of who is coming (names), 
number of adults, number of kids (12 and under), what food you are bringing 
and whether you can help with cleanup. 
 

To complete the list of religious holidays that follow Yom Kippur: 
September 23, 2018, Sunday – Erev Sukkoth 
September 29, 2018, Saturday – Last day of Sukkoth 
September 30, 2018, Sunday – Hoshanah Rabah 
October 1, 2018, Monday – Shemini Atzeret 
October 2, 2018, Tuesday – Simchat Torah 

 
Please note that currently, no community observances are planned for these 
holidays. 

Watch for more details of the schedule of services in future newsletters. 
 

Message to the Beth Israel Community from Cantor Leon Litvack 
 
Dear friends, 
 
I hope you have had a good year, and that you are getting ready for this year’s High 
Holy Days, which begin on the evening of Sunday 9 September. I have been in 
Canada since the last week of August, to conduct a Bar Mitzvah and ceremony of 
commitment. They were wonderful occasions, filled with spirit, music, and 
celebration. 
 
It was good to see so many of you at the recent simchah for Larry and Jenn. The 
service emphasised steadfastness, trust, companionship, family, and, of course, 
love. I was struck by the complexity of the theme of love in our lives, and have been 
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thinking deeply about how we express this feeling, and live it in meaningful 
ways each and every day. 
 
For this reason, and because of our recent celebration of Larry and Jenn, I have 
made the Jewish understanding of love our theme for this High Holy Day season. 
When we sing the 'Avinu Malkeinu', we bear in mind two seemingly opposite – but in 
fact complimentary – aspects of the Divine: God as parent, and God as monarch. As 
a parent, God sheds love upon us and watches over us, in similar ways to how human 
parents behave. The prophet Jeremiah imagines God's appearing to the people of 
Israel, and saying, 'I have loved you with an everlasting love'. Such love is 
unbounded, and unconditional. 
 
We also, of course, experience human love in many wonderful ways: between 
members of a family, between those involved in relationships, between friends, and 
in many other circumstances. There is something special -- perhaps unique -- about 
the Jewish understanding of love. The late Lubavitcher Rebbe, Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson (whom I met as a teenager) once said, 'One of the comprehensive 
mitzvot of the Torah is the mitzvah of ahavat yisrael, the love for a fellow Jew, 
which is a great principle of Torah, and the basis of the entire Torah'. That's rather 
profound, in my opinion, and something which we could all usefully explore further.  
 
We will have our participatory musical services, meditative service, and social 
events; I am especially delighted that several members of our congregation will be 
participating in a 'tag-team' recitation of the Haftorah on the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah. There will be opportunities to think about how we love, and why we 
love. In the process, I hope that we can grow a bit closer to one another, and to the 
Divine.  
 
I look forward to seeing you all soon, and I wish you a happy, healthy, and 
prosperous New Year. 
 
Cantor Leon Litvack 
 

Toronto Internation Film Festival - Synagogue 
 
Attending TIFF this year?  Observing a mourning period or just feel the need for a 
little prayer.  Check out the TIFF pop-up synagogue: 
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/tiff/2018/09/01/tiff-is-getting-a-pop-up-
synagogue.html 
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News/Special Events  

 

BIS – UFP – Doing it Together 
 

Unigogue Choir 3rd Meeting - Singing Together 
 

Going from strength to strength, the third meeting of the Unigogue Choir, as it 
is now affectionately known, will take place Saturday, September 8 at 3 pm in the 
synagogue.  Missed the previous two gatherings?  That’s no reason not to join the fun 
now or in future, whenever you have the time and inclination.   
 

Holocaust Survivors Coming to Peterborough 
 
Sometime in the fall, we will have the honour of a visit from two Holocaust 
Survivors, Judy Cohen (survivor of Auschwitz and originator of a website on Women 
and the Holocaust) and Max Eisen who is a well known and highly respected 
Holocaust educator and a friend of our Beth Israel community.   
 
Judy's story is very powerful; she went into Auschwitz with her sister, but survived 
only because of the help of other women in the camp. Judy is Hungarian and often 
talks about the historical conditions in Hungary during WW2. Her main theme, when 
she speaks, is women and the Holocaust. She's a speaker on the list of the Toronto 
Holocaust Centre although advanced age has limited her speaking engagements, but 
she is interested in coming to Peterborough. 
 
Many of you will recall attending the evening with holocaust survivor Max Eisen at 
our synagogue last year.  The shul was packed with people who wanted to hear his 
story.  And, this is what Max has been doing for many years now, telling his story so 
that we don’t forget those horrible events and the lessons they teach us.  Now, Trent 
University, thanks to the efforts of history professor Dr. Carolyn Kay, selected Max to 
receive an honorary doctorate which was awarded in June of this year during the 
Trent Durham campus convocation ceremony at the Ajax Convention Centre. 

 
Watch for more details of the dates in future newsletters. 
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Learning for All 

 

Mini Cheder at Beth Israel 
A couple of parents have asked about teaching basic Hebrew. Alvin Gallay has kindly 
offered to do this with classes in basic Hebrew starting after the holidays. This is not 
conversational Hebrew. The goal is to teach the order of the service, and to read the 
siddur. Details have not been finalized, but here is what we know so far: 
 
Where: Beth Israel Synagogue, likely Sundays up to 90 min per session 
How Long: Likely no more than 90 min, depends also on ages of those interested 
Cost: Modest if any, but to be finalized by board decision and based on 

response (Alvin is volunteering his time) 
Books: Alvin is checking and what to use – he will recommend accordingly 
Age Limits: Depends on who replies, but probably need to be at least grade 2 to 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah age 
 
Please note that Alvin will be teaching an Ashkenazi (eastern European) 
pronounciation for the most part, but he will add some Sephardic pronunciation 
(modern Israeli) as requested. 
 
Exactly how this works will be determined in consultation with the parents.  What we 
do ask now is that if parents are interested in having their kids participate, they let 
us know without delay and that they make a firm commitment to seeing the classes 
through for at least one semester so that all the students can progress together. 
 
As all of us who have been to Hebrew school in one form or another know, this is not 
the biggest hit with the kids, but the skills we gained have stood us in good stead for 
the rest of our lives so parents, take the initiative and lead the way and Alvin will 
make the experience challenging and fun. 
 
Are you interested?   
Please reply as soon as possible to bisptbo@gmail.com with: 
Your name:  
Your child/children’s name(s): 
Your child/children’s age(s): 
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Hebrew Study Site 
 

If you are interested in learning or improving your Hebrew, here is a great resource 
for you: 
Free Hebrew Word-a-Day Email List 
When you sign up you will get a Hebrew word sent to you every day which can be 
very helpful for learning new words. Best of all, it's free. 
Enjoy, 
My Hebrew Dictionary  

 

Special News, Thanks, Kudos, Condolences 

 

Do you have something to contribute, someone you want to acknowledge or 
remember?  Send contributions bisptbo@gmail.com. 
 

Information Notices 

 
Did something nice happen in your family?  Share the good news by letting us know at 
bisptbo@gmail.com. 
 

Thanks and Kudos 
 
Belated congratulations to Bob Patterson on the birth of granddaughter Briella earlier this summer.  
May she be a continuing source of pride and joy to you and her parents and family and bring you all 
much Naches – you’ll have to look that one up Bob. 
 

Remembering and Honouring 
 

Memorial Board 
Are you looking for a way to honour the memory of a dear family member?  There are still open 
slots on the memorial board in the sanctuary and if you would like to have a plaque prepared, just 
contact Ron Molnar (bisptbo@gmail.com) with the following information: 
English Name – as you wish it to appear 
Hebrew Name – as you wish it to appear, father alone or both parents – please transliterate rather 
than using a Hebrew font, for example Yaakov ben Josef v’Chaya. 
Date of Death and whether it was before or after sunset on that day (we will determine the 
Hebrew date from that). 
Plaques are cast in bronze.  The cost is $200.  The amount you pay for the plaque is treated as a 
tax-deductible donation to Beth Israel Synagogue. 
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Tree of Life 
Leaves can be purchased for $90 (tax deductible receipt) and engraved with the 
inscription of your choosing. Contact Ron Molnar (bisptbo@gmail.com for additional 
information. 
 

New to the Area 
 
There are a number of new families in the area and we welcome and encourage their participation 
in the upcoming services.  If you an old member, please make the effort to reach out and make 
these folks feel welcomed.  
 

Rides to Events 
Couldn’t get there because I had no ride – is not an excuse.  Need a ride or directions to any Beth 
Israel event?  Just send an email reply to this newsletter with your request and we’ll fix you up. 
 

RSVP 
Coming to a potluck?  Don’t forget to let the hosts know how many you are so that there is food 
aplenty, and what you plan to bring so that we all end up with a balanced diet instead of 20 
deserts – mind you, whose complaining? 
 

Websites of Interest 

 
A number of people have sent in links to sites that cover the spectrum of Jewish interests.  I 
propose to list some of these here for those who might want to take a look.  If a website is listed 
here, it does not in any way imply endorsement of that site and the views and opinions expressed 
in their publications by the Beth Israel community.  Everyone is freely encouraged to make up his 
or her own mind. 
 
Conversion Resources and Information 
http://livingjewishly.org/ 
 

Israel Religious Action Centre newsletter  
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/50494/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup?signup_page_KEY=6584 
 

Free Thinking Film Society 
http://www.freethinkingfilmfest.ca/ 
 

The Israel Project 
http://www.theisraelproject.org/site/c.ewJXKcOUJlIaG/b.7711637/k.BEA8/Home.htm 
 

Avi Melamed –and Israeli Strategic Analyis – JFC-UIA Speaker in Peterborough, 2012 
http://avimelamed.wordpress.com/ 
 

Meir Javedanfar – Iranian Israeli Political Commentator – also a former JFC-UIA Speaker in 
Peterborough 
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/author/meir-javedanfar/ 
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JNS News Service, Jewish and Israel News 
http://www.jns.org/subscribe-to-our-newsletter 
Information on how to obtain the JNS APP for Apple or Android systems here:   
http://www.jns.org/latest-
articles/2014/3/6/646m60dk878yp8ijn93xgtp88ad0o4#.UyiwGM6PV56 
 

DEBKAfile, Israeli Military Intelligence Website – News and Analysis 
http://www.debka.com/# 
 

CIJA’s newsletter signup: http://www.cija.ca/sign-up/ 
CIJA new bulletins: http://www.cija.ca/news/ 

 

A Little Light at the End…. 

Watch this space or send me your favourite jokes. 
Nothing nasty or dirty, just funny. 

From the Beginning 
A husband and wife who work for the circus go to an adoption agency where social workers 

raise doubts about their suitability.  The couple produce photos of their 50 foot motor home which 
is clean, well maintained, and equipped with a beautiful nursery. 

The social workers raise concerns about the education the child would receive while in the 
couple's care.  "We've arranged for a full-time tutor who will teach the child all the usual subjects 
along with French, Latin, and computing skills." 

Then the social workers expressed concerns about being raised in a circus environment.  
"The child will be surrounded by family, but we've also retained a nanny who is a certified expert in 
pediatric care, welfare, and diet." 

The social workers are finally satisfied and ask, "What age child are you ideally hoping to 
adopt?"   

"Doesn't really matter as long as the kid fits in the cannon." 
 

To the End 
A dinner speaker was in such a hurry to get to his engagement that when he arrived and sat 

down at the head table, he suddenly realized that he had forgotten his false teeth. Turning  to the 
man next to him he said, "I forgot my teeth."  

The man said, "No problem." He reached into his pocket and pulled out a pair of false teeth. 
"Try these," he said. 
The speaker tried them. "Too loose,"   he said. 
The man then said, "I have another pair - try these." 
The speaker tried them and responded, "Too tight." 
The man was not taken back at all. He then said, "I have one more pair. Try them." 
The speaker said, "They fit perfectly." With that he ate his meal and gave his speech. 
After the dinner meeting was over, the speaker went over to thank the man who had helped 

him.   "I want to thank you for coming to my aid. Where is your office? I've been looking for a good 
dentist." 

The man replied, "I'm not a dentist. I'm an undertaker." 
 

GROAN – Always carry spares…


