
A COMMUNITY OF CURIOSITY: THE UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP OF PETERBOROUGH May 2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

A COMMUNITY OF 

CURIOSITY  
 

 

 

Issue Date 

Monthy 

   

  THE UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP OF PETERBOROUGH 

From Rev. Julie 

“We are the church of the open minds”, 
says a UU children’s chalice lighting. This 
claim has often led to a dialogue about 
how we might be open-minded while 
also holding strong convictions about 
what is right…as if those two things 
were mutually exclusive.  

As the ‘church of the open minds’, our 
faith would have us ask questions and 
listen well, which is a hallmark of 
curiosity. So, now I find myself 
wondering about the interplay between 
curiosity and having convictions.   

I’ve recently read an article that was 
shared on the Unitarian Universalist 
Association’s facebook page. You can 
read it using this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/y7s5q5tt  

It speaks to the need for more 
intellectual humility in our world, and 
less need for ‘confidence and bluster.’ As 
for conviction, author Brian Resnick, 
writes:  

“To be intellectually humble doesn’t mean 
giving up on the ideas we love and believe 
in. It just means that we need to be 
thoughtful in choosing our convictions, be 
open to adjusting them, seek out their 

flaws, and never stop being curious about 
why we believe what we believe.”  

In other words, we don’t need to be 
unsure of our beliefs in order to be 
sincerely curious about those of others. 
And by practicing intellectual humility… 
and by being willing to be changed…our 
curiosity may indeed lead us to new and 
transformative understandings.  

From the folks at Soul Matters 

UU minister, Victoria Safford, speaks of 
curiosity using the metaphor of 
perception and sight. She writes, 

“To see, simply to look and to see, is an 
ethical act and intentional choice; to see, 
with open eyes, is a spiritual practice and 
thus a risk, for it can open you to ways of 
knowing the world and loving it that will 
lead to inevitable consequences.  The 
awakened eye is a conscious eye, a willful 
eye, and brave, because to see things as 
they are, each in its own truth, will make 
you very vulnerable.” 

Have you ever thought of curiosity in 
terms of consequences? There is a type 
of curiosity that is about enjoyment and 
adventure, which invites playfulness. But 
Safford’s saying that there is another 
type of curiosity that leads to 

consequences that can change us. This 
kind of curiosity is not about enriching 
oneself; it’s about altering oneself. 

Unitarian Universalists put our faith in 
this is the type of curiosity. We tell 
stories about having barraged our 
Sunday School teachers with “Why?!” 
and “Who says” until we were kicked out 
of the class. We talk about how our 
open-mindedness led us to leave home 
and family and walk a lonelier path than 
we wanted. And lately, many of us have 
leaned into the work of being curious 
about our role in upholding institutional 
racism and structures of white 
supremacy, which is about more than 
just “learning interesting new things.”  

And, as hard as these curious paths are, 
we are grateful for them. We don’t want 
curiosity to just be fun or interesting. We 
want it to make us anew. So, perhaps 
the message of our faith is… “Be curious 
until there are consequences!”  

Of course, being inquisitive for the fun of 
it is…fun.  But at another level, we’re 
called to remember that curiosity drives 
us to constantly become more, for our 
own sakes and for the sake of others.  

WONDERINGS on the theme of CURIOSITY 

JOURNEYS 
Monthly Theme “Un-Pack-It” 

 

https://tinyurl.com/y7s5q5tt
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In ancient Greece there were two 
brothers named Epimetheus and 
Prometheus. They upset the gods and 
in particular, annoyed the most 
powerful of all Gods, Zeus. Once, as 
punishment, Zeus had taken from 
humans the ability to make fire.  

However, Prometheus was clever and 
he knew that a blacksmith on the Isle 
of Lemnos had a fire burning to keep 
his forge hot. Prometheus travelled 
there and stole some fire. Zeus was 
furious and decided that humans had 
to be punished once and for all for 
their lack of respect. 

Zeus came up with a very cunning plan 
to punish the two brothers. With the 
help of the other gods, he created a 
woman from clay, into which the 
goddess Athene breathed life. 
Aphrodite made her very beautiful and 
Hermes taught her how to be both 
charming and deceitful. Zeus called 
her Pandora and sent her as a gift to 
Epimetheus. 

His brother Prometheus had warned 
him not to accept any gifts from the 
gods but Epimetheus was completely 
charmed by Pandora’s beauty; he 
thought she could never cause any 
harm, and decided to marry her. 

Zeus, pleased that his trap was 
working, gave Pandora a wedding gift 
of a beautiful box. There was one very, 
very important condition however; 
Pandora must never open the box.  

Pandora was very curious about the 
contents, and she promised that she 
would never open it, but all she could 
think about was, what could be in the 
box? She could not understand why 
someone would send her a box if she  
 

 

 

 

could not see what was in it. She 
could think of nothing else but of 
opening the box and unlocking 
its secrets. This was just what 
Zeus had planned. 

Finally, Pandora could stand it no 
longer. When she knew 
Epimetheus was out of sight, she 
crept up to the box, took the 
huge key off the high shelf, fitted 
it carefully into the lock and 
turned it. But, at the last 
moment, she felt a pang of guilt, 
imagined how angry her husband 
would be and quickly locked the 
box again without opening the 
lid. Three more times she did this 
until, at last, she knew she had to 
look inside or she would go 
completely mad! 

She took the key, slid it into the lock 
and turned it. She took a deep breath, 
closed her eyes and slowly lifted the lid 
of the box. She opened her eyes and 
looked into the box, expecting to see 
fine silks, gowns or gold bracelets and 
necklaces or even piles of gold coins. 

But there was no gleam of gold or 
treasure. There were no shining 
bracelets and not one beautiful dress! 
The look of excitement on her face 
quickly turned to one of 
disappointment and then horror.  

Zeus had packed the box full of all the 
terrible evils he could think of. Out of 
the box poured disease and poverty. 
Out came misery, out came death, out 
came sadness - all shaped like tiny 
buzzing moths, who stung Pandora 
over and over again.  

Pandora slammed the lid shut, cried 
out in pain, and could still hear a voice 
calling to her from the box, pleading 
with her to be let out. Epimetheus ran 
into her room to see what was wrong. 
Together they agreed that nothing 
inside the box could be worse than the 
horrors already released, so they 
opened the lid once more.  

 

 

All that remained in the box was Hope. 
It fluttered from the box like a 
beautiful dragonfly, touching the 
wounds created by the evil creatures, 
and healing them. Even though pain 
and suffering were now present in the 
world, Hope exists as well. 

https://tinyurl.com/cl5l52v  

 

To receive these monthly packets 

by email, sign up to be on UFP’s 

email list. Send a request to 

office@peterboroughunitarian.ca  

A STORY about CURIOSITY 
Pandora’s Box (a story from Ancient Greece) 

DEFINITION 
cu·ri·os·i·ty  
kyuṙ-ē-ˈä-s(ə-)tē 
noun  

1. A desire to know…an inquisitive 
interest in others' concerns, or an 
interest which leads to asking questions 
2. Someone or something that arouses 
interest especially for uncommon or 
exotic characteristics, like and unusual 
knickknack  

Synonyms: curiousness, inquisitiveness, 
nosiness 

Word Roots: Curiosity stems from the 
Latin curiosus: careful, diligent, or 
inquisitive. This is the same root for 
care and careful which implies an 
intention in curiosity, a sense of 
purpose about it. As the word moved 
into old French and middle English it 
took on qualities of eager to know 
(often in a bad sense), solicitous, 
anxious, inquisitive, odd, strange. 

https://tinyurl.com/cl5l52v
mailto:office@peterboroughunitarian.ca
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Maybe answers are just 
resting places on the 
way to better 
questions.   
                   ~ Mark Causey 

I have no special talent. 
I am just passionately 
curious.~ Albert Einstein 

Millions saw the apple 
fall, but only Newton 
asked why.   
           ~ Bernard Baruch 

Leonardo da Vinci was undoubtedly 
the most curious man who ever 
lived… He wouldn’t take Yes for an 
answer.                           ~ Kenneth Clark 

I can live with doubt and uncertainty 
and not knowing. I think it’s much 
more interesting to live not knowing 
than to have answers that might be 
wrong.                      ~ Richard Feynman 

We can lean into worry’s opposite – 
curiosity. As Rabbi Marcia Prager 
teaches, where worry says, “oh no, 
what is going to happen?” curiosity 
says “oh wow! I wonder what will 
happen!”          ~ Rev. Kimberley Debus 

The two greatest days in your life are 
the day you were born, and the day 
you find out why.             ~ Mark Twain 

[People] go abroad to wonder at the 
heights of mountains, at the huge 
waves of the sea, at the long courses 
of the rivers, at the vast compass of 
the ocean, at the circular motions of 
the stars, and they pass by 
themselves without wondering.  
                                        ~ Saint Augustine 

I think, at a child's birth, if a mother 
could ask a fairy godmother to 
endow it with the most useful gift, 
that gift should be curiosity.  
                                    ~ Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

It wasn't curiosity itself that 
killed the proverbial cat. 
What really got him in 
trouble was his inability to 
deal with the new situation 
he was in. And when it 
comes to learning about 
new environments, curiosity 
is key.                ~ Kate Berardo 

Everyone and everything 
around you is your teacher.                        
                                    ~ Ken Keye 

Nothing in life is to be feared. It is 
only to be understood.  ~ Marie Curie 

As a child, my grandmother, an 
incredibly gifted, creative, if not 
eccentric woman, imparted me with 
these simple but powerful words. 
She said: “To be interesting, Kate, 
you have to be interested.” Curiosity 
not only makes the world 
interesting, it makes you interesting.     
                                             ~ Kate Berardo 

I suppose without curiosity a man 
would be a tortoise. Very 
comfortable life, a tortoise has.   
                                        ~ Agatha Christie 

If you tell me that curiosity killed the 
cat, I say the cat died nobly.  
                                ~ Arnold Edinborough 

In the mind of the beginner there are 
many possibilities, in the mind of the 
expert there are few.    
                                        ~ Shunyru Suzuki  

We keep moving forward, opening 
new doors, and doing new things, 
because we're curious and curiosity 
keeps leading us down new paths.  
                                               ~ Walt Disney 

It is a miracle that curiosity survives 
formal education.      ~ Albert Einstein  

To learn is to live.                   ~ Hlovate 

 

 

Once we believe in ourselves, we can 
risk curiosity, wonder, spontaneous 
delight, or any experience that 
reveals the human spirit.  
                                           ~ e. e. cummings 

There’s something in us that likes to 
be lost. There’s contentment in the 
moment of arrival, but isn’t the 
seeking part of the journey when we 
feel most alive? Nothing’s better 
than that bend in the road when we 
realize anything could be around the 
corner. Who wants the feeling of “I 
figured it out!” when instead you can 
live in the state of “What could it 
be?!” The curious unknown is what 
keeps us moving, and grateful to be 
alive.                           ~ Rev. Scott Tayler 

Curiosity endows the people who 
have it with a generosity in 
argument and a serenity in their own 
mode of life which springs from their 
cheerful willingness to let life take 
the form it will.              ~ Alistair Cooke 

Curiosity is life. Assumption is death.   
                                                ~ Mark Parker 

Treasure curiosity more than 
certainty.              ~ Margaret Wheatley 

INSPIRATIONS on the theme of CURIOSITY 
CURIOSITY CURIOSITY 
 

Be patient toward all that is 
unsolved in your heart and try to 
love the questions themselves like 
locked rooms and like books that 
are written in a very foreign 
tongue. Do not now seek the 
answers, which cannot be given 
you because you would not be 
able to live them. And the point is, 
to live everything. Live the 
questions now. Perhaps you will 
then gradually, without noticing 
it, live along some distant day into 
the answer.  ~ Ranier Maria Rilke 
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As always, don’t treat these questions 
like “homework” or a list that needs to 
be covered in its entirety. Instead, 
simply pick the single question that 
speaks to you most and let it lead you 
where you need to go. The goal is to 
figure out what being a part of a 
community of curiosity means for you 
and your daily living. So, which 
question is calling to you? Which one 
contains “your work”? 

1. What or who has kept you curious? 

2. Has being curious ever come at a 
cost for you? 

3. Has your curiosity level changed 
with time?  

4. When are you curious about what 
your body is trying to tell you? 

5. In what interpersonal situations 
might curiosity be a useful tool for 
you? 

 

 

6. If every moment is a teachable 
moment, how might you be curious 
about what that moment is trying to 
teach you?  

7. Do you ever get curious about your 
occasional refusal to be more open-
minded?   

8. Is the future something to be 
curious about it?  

9. How does it feel when someone is 
curious about you or your ideas?  

10. Which do you most value: the 
“expert mind” or the “beginner’s 
mind”? 

11. Have you ever opened a Pandora’s 
box?  

12. What is the greatest adventure 
that your curiosity took you on? 

13. What’s your question?

Option A: Get Curious About Yourself 

 “People go abroad to wonder at the heights of mountains, at 
the huge waves of the sea, at the long courses of the rivers, 
at the vast compass of the ocean, at the circular motions of 
the stars, and they pass by themselves without wondering.” 
                                                                                          ~ Saint Augustine 

This month, get curious and wonder about yourself.  

One Way: Are you a Giver, Taker or Matcher? 

Organizational psychologist, Adam Grant suggests that 
there are three basic relational and work styles. Explore his 
TED talk and the overview and quiz below to figure out which 
style is yours. 

● TED Talk: https://tinyurl.com/jzwhre8  
● Short Overview: https://tinyurl.com/yysvb3u9  
● Give and Take Quiz: https://tinyurl.com/y3zropwg  

Another Way: Through the Eyes of a Trusted Friend 

Often, we only see ourselves clearly when looking through 
the perspective of someone else. This exercise invites you to 
get curious about how an honest and trusted friend sees you.  

1. Think of a few questions that get at the heart of who you 
are. (For example: What makes me come alive? What are my 
greatest strengths? What scares me? Can I say I’m sorry?)  

2. Then ask a friend out to coffee or for a walk and ask them 
how they would answer these questions about you. 

3.Sit with their answers. Get curious. Mull them over. Notice 
how they challenge, open, affirm or redirect you. 

Option B: Get Curious About the Other Side 

Jubilee Media produces provocative and important 
conversational videos. Their video series is called Middle 
Ground. It brings together people from opposite sides of 
various issues to talk, debate, get to know each other and 
hopefully leave a little more curious about the other side 
rather than just judging them. It’s something many of us 
could use a little help doing. 

So check your judgement and get curious by exploring a few 
of the Middle Ground videos below. See if your curiosity 
about “the other side” changed you. 

● Atheists & Christians Debate: https://tinyurl.com/yyzp43ux 

● Liberals & Conservatives Fight Labels And Stereotypes:  
    https://tinyurl.com/y4zbw5bw  

● Can Trump Supporters & Immigrants See Eye To Eye?  
    https://tinyurl.com/yxggjxbj 

● Can Black Lives Matter & Law Enforcement See Eye To  
    Eye?   https://tinyurl.com/y6hcxdhg 

QUESTIONS for 
REFLECTION on the 
theme of C URI O SIT Y  

PRACTICING CURIOSITY …moving from fear to open-heartedness 

https://tinyurl.com/jzwhre8
https://tinyurl.com/yysvb3u9
https://tinyurl.com/y3zropwg
https://tinyurl.com/yyzp43ux
https://tinyurl.com/y4zbw5bw
https://tinyurl.com/yxggjxbj
https://tinyurl.com/y6hcxdhg
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● Millennials & Baby Boomers Seek To Understand Each  
    Other:  https://tinyurl.com/y2gnx3fm 

● Vegans & Meat Eaters Discuss The Right Diet? 
     https://tinyurl.com/y5pj4jqf  

● Rich And Poor People Seek To Understand Each Other:  
    https://tinyurl.com/yyw97ss8  

Option C: Get Curious About How the World 
Works 

Seeker (www.seeker.com) is a website built 
for the super curious! It is organized to help 
you explore every aspect of our world: space, 
tech, earth, health, culture. Its short videos 
take you deep within minutes…to satisfy a 
curious mind!  

Search through this amazing website and 
identify the ONE video or article you are most 
curious about. You’re so curious that you have to 
tell someone…so do that!  

Share not only which video or article you picked, 
but also why you think it spoke to you personally. What do 
you think is the deeper reason it drew you in? Why do you 
think you are so curious?  

Option D: Get Curious About God 

Rev. Kathleen McTigue, Director of the UU College of Social 
Justice, sets aside time each night to get curious about God. 
She describes it this way: 
“My spiritual practice consists of this: I think back on the events 
of the day and ask the question, ‘Where was God in this day?’ 
It’s a question that can be asked in a dozen different 
theological voices, and if God language fails to resonate, then 
we might ask merely, ‘Where today did I really hear the 
language of my life?’ The question puts a sheen of 
attentiveness and care on even the most mundane dimensions 
of the day. It gives us a way to cradle the moments of the day 
just lived and see them again before they’re too far away.” 

It’s a powerful way to see the sacred (or whatever word you 
have for God) in your daily life. Take a week and end each 
day by asking “Where was God in this day?” or “Where today 
did I really hear the language of my life?” Then meditate on 
the questions or journal about them.  

Consider how/if this spiritual practice altered your day.  

Option E: Curiosity Games for the Family 

Here are a few suggestions for 
making curiosity a practice in your 
home:  
1. Choose a topic that interests 
you all or a question you would 
like to have answered. Spend 
an evening in a library or 
online, learning everything you 
can about it. Challenge each 
person to learn at least one 

new thing. https://tinyurl.com/yykmuvoh  

2. Play 20 Questions - One person thinks of a person, place 
or thing, and the others try to guess by asking questions that 
can be answered yes or no. For example: "Is this a person?" / 
"Is the person alive?" / "Is it a character from a book?" The 
one who guesses correctly before 20 questions have been 
asked, gets their turn to think of a person, place, or thing for 
others to guess. 

3. Share Curiosity - Gather before a meal. Have each member 
of the family name something they are curious about or 
something they learned that day. If you like, light candles as 
you share. Consider saying candle-lighting words that affirm 
asking questions, for example, "We give thanks for our 
curiosity and the answers it brings." 
https://tinyurl.com/yykmuvoh 

4. Play I Spy  - Video: https://tinyurl.com/y6k2eyoe 

MUSIC 

    Music is often the key to opening us    
    up. Which song is calling to you?  And   
    if none of these speak to you, do a  
    little searching and find “your  
    curiosity song.” Check out the Spotify  
    list: https://tinyurl.com/y26xx44y  

Alfie   ~ Dionne Warwick  
https://tinyurl.com/yxpldndz  

I Can’t Tell You Why   ~ Eagles 
https://tinyurl.com/myfc4e6 

I Wanna Know  ~ Secret American  
https://tinyurl.com/yxlrsdg8  

I Wonder Why   ~ Art Garfunkel and 
Kenny Rankin   
https://tinyurl.com/y4uwpxpt  

Open Your Mind  ~ Melissa Etheridge 
https://tinyurl.com/y3ykc7rb 

Still A Friend Of Mine ~ MonaLisa 
Twins  https://tinyurl.com/y34xgmzz  

Upside Down  ~ Jack Johnson 
https://tinyurl.com/y9jqznjl  
Becca T.G cover: https://tinyurl.com/yy73ebxd  

Where Have All the Flowers Gone?       
                        ~ Peter, Paul, and Mary  
https://tinyurl.com/oa4nusr  

Who Wrote the Book of Love   ~ The 
Monotones   https://tinyurl.com/gp55xf5  

Why    ~ Annie Lennox  
https://tinyurl.com/cugyzwo  

Why Georgia  ~ John Mayer 
https://tinyurl.com/y2f9e63w 
Jess Delgado cover: 
https://tinyurl.com/y26lnqs7  

https://tinyurl.com/y2gnx3fm
https://tinyurl.com/y5pj4jqf
https://tinyurl.com/yyw97ss8
https://tinyurl.com/yykmuvoh
https://tinyurl.com/yykmuvoh
https://tinyurl.com/y6k2eyoe
https://tinyurl.com/y26xx44y
https://tinyurl.com/yxpldndz
https://tinyurl.com/myfc4e6
https://tinyurl.com/yxlrsdg8
https://tinyurl.com/y4uwpxpt
https://tinyurl.com/y3ykc7rb
https://tinyurl.com/y34xgmzz
https://tinyurl.com/y9jqznjl
https://tinyurl.com/yy73ebxd
https://tinyurl.com/oa4nusr
https://tinyurl.com/gp55xf5
https://tinyurl.com/cugyzwo
https://tinyurl.com/y2f9e63w
https://tinyurl.com/y26lnqs7


A COMMUNITY OF CURIOSITY:  MAY 2019  6 

 

 

MOVIES  

Beauty and the Beast (2017/PG) - A 
selfish prince is cursed to become a 
monster for the rest of his life, unless 
he learns to fall in love with a 
beautiful young woman he keeps 
prisoner. “...the story encourages 
viewers to look beyond the 
superficial and to be compassionate, 
curious, humble, and generous.  

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
(2005/PG) – A young boy wins a tour 
through the most magnificent 
chocolate factory in the world, led by 
the world's most unusual candy 
maker. 

Chasing Ice (2012/PG13) - Follow 
National Geographic photographer 
James Balog across the Arctic as he 
deploys time-lapse cameras 
designed for one purpose: to capture 
a multi-year record of the world's 
changing glaciers. Getting curious, 
and serious, about climate change. 

Contact (1997/PG) – Dr. Ellie 
Arroway (Jodie Foster), after years of 
searching, finds conclusive radio 
proof of extraterrestrial intelligence, 
sending plans for a mysterious 
machine. 

 

 

 

The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button (2008/12A) – Tells the story 
of Benjamin Button, a man who 
starts aging backwards with bizarre 
consequences. 

Hugo (2011/U) – In Paris in 1931, an 
orphan named Hugo Cabret, who 
lives in the walls of a train station, is 
wrapped up in a mystery involving 
his late father and an automaton. 

Interstellar (2014/12A) - With our 
time on Earth coming to an end, a 
team of explorers undertakes the 
most important mission in human 
history; traveling beyond this 
galaxy to discover whether 
mankind has a future among the 
stars. 

Into the Wild (2007/15) - After 
graduating from Emory University, 
top student and athlete Christopher 
McCandless abandons his 
possessions, gives his entire 
$24,000 savings account to charity 
and hitchhikes to Alaska to live in 
the wilderness. Along the way, 
Christopher encounters a series of 
characters that shape his life. 
On maybe the most important 
journey of curiosity there is: the 

search for self-
discovery. 

Midnight in Paris 
(2011/12A) - A 
romantic comedy 
about a family 
traveling to the 
French capital for 
business. The party 
includes a young 
engaged couple 
forced to confront the 
illusion that a life 
different from their 
own is better". 

 

 

Temple Grandin (2010/PG) – The 
celebration of a curious, courageous 
and wonderfully “not normal” mind. 

Tim’s Vermeer (2013/12A) – A 
documentary about a man driven by 
a wild curiosity to understand the 
artistry of Johannes Vermeer, the 
Dutch painter best known for “Girl 
with a Pearl Earring.” 

. 

RESOURCES on CURIOSITY 
 CHILDREN’S BOOKS about 

CURIOS ITY

 

And Tango Makes Three   
                                              ~ Justin Richardson   
    Video: https://tinyurl.com/y3w2c74l  

Beautiful Oops                 ~ Barney Saltzberg 

Curiosity: the Story of a Mars Rover  
                                                   ~ Markus Motum 

The Curious Garden                ~ Peter Brown  
    (in song) https://tinyurl.com/y3vf6899  

Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns: A         
    Muslim Book of Colors         ~ Hena Khan   

Harold and the Purple Crayon   
                                                ~ Crockett Johnson   

The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher 
(Family Fletcher Series)  ~ Dana Alison Levy  

Not a Box                            ~ Antoinette Portis 

Not So Little Cora                 ~ Susan Perkins 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go!            ~ Dr. Seuss 

On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert 
Einstein                                      ~ Jennifer Berne  

Roxaboxen                             ~ Alice McLerran  

The Starry Night                   ~ Neil Waldman   

Whoever You Are                            ~ Mem Fox  
    Video: https://tinyurl.com/y4ex3bnq   

 

TABLE GRACE on CURIOS ITY  

Bring Happiness (adapted)    
~ Barbara Cheatham 

As we sit down to table. 

Let us pause and remember -- 

to bring happiness into the lives of others; 

to be surprised by the gifts that surround us; 

to be enlivened by constant curiosity -- 

And to be ever grateful for the many sources of 
nourishment that feed and sustain us.  

https://tinyurl.com/y3qyyfr8  

https://tinyurl.com/y3w2c74l
https://tinyurl.com/y3vf6899
https://tinyurl.com/y4ex3bnq
https://tinyurl.com/y3qyyfr8
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MORE RESOURCES:  

BOOKS 

Being Wrong: Adventures in the 
Margin of Error  ~ Kathryn Schulz  
Explores what it means to be in 
error, and why homo sapiens tend to 
tacitly assume (or loudly insist) that 
they are right about most 
everything. “When we are caught 
up in our own convictions, other 
people’s stories…cease to matter to 
us.” This was the April Non-Fiction 
Bookclub read.  

Curiosity: How Science Became 
Interested in Everything  ~ Philip Ball  
It seems safe to assume that the idea 
of being curious is alive and well in 
modern science… Yet there was a 
time when curiosity was 
condemned. Investigates how 
curiosity first became sanctioned—
when it changed from a vice to a 
virtue and how it became 
permissible to ask any and every 
question about the world.” 

Curiosity ~ Alberto Manguel  
An eclectic history of human 
curiosity, a great feast of ideas, and a 
memoir of a reading life. Each 
chapter is dedicated to a single 
thinker, scientist, artist, or other 
figure who demonstrated in a fresh 
way how to ask “Why?” 

Curious?: Discover the Missing 
Ingredient to a Fulfilling Life ~ Todd 
Kashdan – Discover the missing 
ingredient to a fulfilling life with 
Curious? In this fascinating, 
enlightening volume, a renowned 
psychology professor reveals how 
cultivating curiosity is the road to 
happy, healthy, and meaningful 
living. 

Curious: The Desire to Know and 
Why Your Future Depends On It  ~ 
Ian Leslie – Shows how the practice 
of “deep curiosity” — persistent, self-
reflective seeking of knowledge and 
insight — is key to the success of our 
careers, the happiness of our 

children, the strength of our 
relationships, and the progress of 
societies. Also argues that it is a 
fragile quality, and that we take it for 
granted at our peril. 

 

Good Talk: A Memoir in 
Conversations  ~ Mira Jacob  
A love letter to curiosity: Trying to 
answer her 6-yr-old’s questions 
honestly, Mira has to think back to 
where she’s gotten her own answers: 
her most formative conversations 
about race, color, sexuality, and, of 
course, love…” 

How to Think Like Leonardo da 
Vinci: Seven Steps to Genius Every 
Day  ~ Michael J. Gelb – Introduces  
Seven Da Vincian Principles—the 
essential elements of genius—from 
curiosità, the insatiably curious 
approach to life to connessione, the 
appreciation for the 
interconnectedness of all things… 
An article about curiosity as Da 
Vinci’s core trait: 
https://tinyurl.com/y4pp8hw2  

Natural Curiosity 2nd Edition: A 
Resource for Educators: The 
Importance of Indigenous 
Perspectives in Children's 
Environmental Inquiry ~ Anderson, 
Comay, Chiarotto – Supports a 
stronger basic awareness of 
Indigenous perspectives and their 
importance to environmental 
education. The driving motivation 
for a second edition was the burning 
need, in the wake of strong and 
unequivocal recommendations by 

the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, to situate Indigenous 
perspectives into educational 
settings and curricula, most notably 
in connection with environmental 
issues. 

The Way Things Work Now ~ David 
Macaulay – Captures the latest 
developments in the technology that 
most impacts our lives. Famously 
packed with information on the inner 
workings of everything from 
windmills to Wi-Fi, this extraordinary 
and humorous book both guides 
readers through the fundamental 
principles of machines, and shows 
how the developments of the past 
are building the world of tomorrow. 

ON THE WEB 

A Sense of Wonder ~ Mary 
Paleologos  
If you want to witness a natural 
display of a sense of wonder, just 
observe a child. A child has no 
judgements of why things are so, but 
rather a child is in awe and views life 
through innocence and curiosity. 
https://tinyurl.com/yye2zszx  

CHALICE LIGHTING on 

CURIOS ITY  

What Does this Flame 
Represent?   

~ Alexis Engelbrecht 

What does this flame represent? 

It represents the gift of hospitality, 
reason, life, and community. It 
represents sanctuary and the 
willingness to be different. It 

represents life and love. It 
represents that which cannot be 

captured by words alone, thus 
reminding us of the power and 

importance of being willing to ask 
questions. We light this flame to 

represent both what has been said 
and felt. We light this flame for 

what is yet to be realized. 

https://tinyurl.com/y4pp8hw2
https://tinyurl.com/yye2zszx
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MORE ON THE WEB 

Pandora and Curiosity ~ Bruce 
McTague – One of Life’s biggest 
truths is that Curiosity comes with a 
price … and a reward. 
https://tinyurl.com/yxo6fn94  

Why Are We So Curious?  ~ Tom 
Stafford – Humans have a deeply 
curious nature, and more often than 
not it is about the minor tittle-tattle 
in our lives. Our curiosity has us 
doing utterly unproductive things. 
From the perspective of evolution 
this appears to be something of a 
mystery. Why did we evolve to waste 
so much time? 
https://tinyurl.com/7j6aqec 

Curious about Pandora’s Curiosity? 
https://tinyurl.com/y5rlqfe5 

How Curiosity Can Help Us Heal 
from Pain and Grow ~ Caroline van 
Kimmenade – “I started to see that, 
as long as I could keep my curiosity 
engaged, I would be able to find a 
way out of the mess I was in… I 
became very curious about my 
experience, my interpretation of it, 
and the interpretations made by 
others…” 
https://tinyurl.com/y275aqvx  

VIDEOS 

Don’t Shy Away from 
Ignorance - use it to better 
yourself (TED talk) – 
Becoming familiar with “I 
Don’t Know” as the start of an 
adventure.  Value questions 
and curiosity to transform a 
family, making ignorance a 
catalyst for change. 
https://tinyurl.com/y6o5vh4q  

Sesame Street – Follow Your 
Curiosity 
https://tinyurl.com/l9so3y9  

Being Human (Live) · Multimedia 
artists Alixa Garcia and Naima 
Penniman, or Climbing PoeTree   
https://tinyurl.com/yy9uohu2  

The Beauty That Curiosity Sees    
                                 ~ Richard Feynman  
https://tinyurl.com/plrzoj4  

Garden of Your Mind (“It’s good to 
be curious!”)  ~ Mister Rogers   
https://tinyurl.com/yyufu6la  

The Case for Curiosity (TED talk)  
  ~ Mario Livio – A celebration of 
curiosity as the most human and 
maybe most precious “hunger” that 
exists. https://tinyurl.com/y34rghfv 

We Need To Be Lost To Find 
Ourselves  ~ Jason Silva 
A celebration of staying lost in 
curiosity: “We want to be the 
traveler in search of signification. 
When you find it, it’s over!  It’s not 
about the answers; it’s about the 
better questions. It’s only when we 
are lost, that we are found.” 

https://tinyurl.com/pzf74gy  

Mars Rover Curiosity 
https://vimeo.com/54130221  
“She is a personification of our 
wonder and curiosity as a species…”  

PODCASTS 

The Curiosity Podcast  
Each episode features experts in 
every field who explain why their 
knowledge is important and why you 
should care. 
https://curiosity.com/series/podcast  

From Curiosity To Discovery, TED 
Radio Hour 
Why do some people spend years 
trying to answer a single question, or 
even risk their lives to discover 
something new? In this hour, TED 
speakers explore how curiosity leads 
to unexpected places. 
https://tinyurl.com/y6kmzpbb  

How Curiosity Works, Stuff You 
Should Know  
Alternately hailed a crucial part of 
the human condition or accused of 
killing cats, curiosity remains a 
subject of debate among 
researchers. Where does it come 
from? How does it work?  
https://tinyurl.com/yxonyq8v    

T h e  U n i t a r i a n  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  P e t e r b o r o u g h   

S u n d a y  S e r v i c e s  @  1 0 a m  @  7 7 5  W e l l e r  S t  

w w w . p e t e r b o r o u g h u n i t a r i a n . c a  

o f f i c e @ p e t e r b o r o u g h u n i t a r i a n . c a  

7 0 5 - 7 4 1 - 0 9 6 8  

 

WHO CREATES THESE 
PACKETS?  

We subscribe to “Soul 
Matters,” and Rev. Julie 
compiles each packet using 
those resources combined 
with many others. 
Contributions are always 
welcome!  
Service Leaders and Covenant 
Group facilitators work with 
Rev. Julie to incorporate the 
theme into our programming 
& Sunday Services. Would you 
like to share your talents and 
ideas? 
June’s theme is BEAUTY. 

https://tinyurl.com/yxo6fn94
https://tinyurl.com/7j6aqec
https://tinyurl.com/y5rlqfe5
https://tinyurl.com/y275aqvx
https://tinyurl.com/y6o5vh4q
https://tinyurl.com/l9so3y9
https://tinyurl.com/yy9uohu2
https://tinyurl.com/plrzoj4
https://tinyurl.com/yyufu6la
https://tinyurl.com/y34rghfv
https://tinyurl.com/pzf74gy
https://vimeo.com/54130221
https://curiosity.com/series/podcast
https://tinyurl.com/y6kmzpbb
https://tinyurl.com/yxonyq8v
http://www.peterboroughunitarian.ca/
mailto:office@peterboroughunitarian.ca

