
 

INDIGENOUS ISSUES IN FEDERAL ELECTION 2021 
 

Comparing Party Platforms 
 
Aboriginal Peoples Television Network: What are the major parties promising Indigenous people this election? Here’s 
a look at the platforms 
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/what-are-the-major-parties-promising-indigenous-people-this-election-heres-
a-look-at-the-platforms/ 
 
CBC News: How do the main parties compare on these issues? 
Reconciliation:   https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/federal/2021/party-platforms/#section-reconciliation 
Indigenous Services:  https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/federal/2021/party-platforms/#section-indigenous-
services 
Racial Inequality:  https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/elections/federal/2021/party-platforms/#section-racial-inequality 
 
Chatelaine: What You Need To Know About The Biggest Indigenous Issues This Election 
https://www.chatelaine.com/news/indigenous-issues-canada-election-2021/ 
 

Indigenous Priorities 
 
Ontario Native Women’s Association’s expectations of Canada’s next governing party are:  
https://www.onwa.ca/post/every-indigenous-voice-and-vote-matters 

1. A renewed relationship beyond the Nation-to-Nation Framework that allows for direct engagement with all 
Indigenous women on the issues that impact their lives.  

2. A commitment to the full and timely implementation of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to 
Action. For example, Action #5 – “We call upon the federal, provincial and territorial governments to develop 
culturally appropriate parenting programs for Aboriginal families.”. This is something that has not been 
reconciled is the bond between mother and child 

3. A commitment to the full and timely implementation of the 13 recommendations from ONWA’s report, 
Reconciliation with Indigenous Women: Changing the Story of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls (2020). The report was expertly informed by the voices of over 5,700 Indigenous women in Ontario over 
five decades.  

4. Dedicated investments into safe spaces where Indigenous women can safely access programs and services that 
meet their needs, regardless of their location. 

5. A commitment to the full and timely reinstatement of the Aboriginal Healing Foundation, including funding and 
programs to support healing services for Indigenous women, families, and communities.  

 
Assembly of First Nations Priorities: 
The Assembly of First Nations has released The Healing Path Forward: 2021 Federal Election Priorities for First Nations 
and Canada, which outlined five priorities: truth, reconciliation and healing for First Nations and all Canadians; climate 
and conservation leadership with First Nations; economic growth, prosperity, and wealth building for First Nations; 
promoting peace by respecting First Nations jurisdiction; and rebuilding and strengthening First Nations. 
From: https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/09/10/disappointing-response-to-indigenous-issues-in-federal-
election-leadership-debate.html 
 
Cindy Blackstock:  Don’t let the government ‘move on’ from residential schools. Vote to stop Canada’s ‘dark history’ 
https://globalnews.ca/news/8177650/canada-election-residential-schools-vote-indigenous-children/ 
 
Ecojustice: Federal Election 2021: What the parties are promising (so far) [Environment, Indigenous] 
https://ecojustice.ca/federal-election-2021-what-the-parties-are-promising-so-far/ 
 



 
 
 

The Big Questions on Indigenous Rights 
The Council of Canadians  
From: https://canadians.org/analysis/big-questions-indigenous-rights 
 
Canada is still colonizing Indigenous peoples and their ancestral territories. Canada is far from a state of reconciliation – 
we are still collectively learning truths about the legacy of the Indian Residential School system and the ongoing crisis of 
missing and murdered Indigenous relations. Indigenous-led movements highlight the truth of Canada’s ongoing 
colonization and its impact on Indigenous communities, and they identify the actions we need to take to begin any form 
of honest reconciliation. 
Below are questions that we urge you to ask your local candidates about their plans for addressing systemic injustices 
that Indigenous peoples face in Canada. 
 
 
1) Have you read the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action? 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission conducted extensive hearings in Indigenous communities across what is 
currently known as Canada from 2008-2015 and produced 94 Calls to Action for all levels of government and settler 
society. These have become the leading resource for revealing the impact of violent colonization of Indigenous lands and 
peoples, and the pathway to reconciling after those truths are revealed. 
The commission produced numerous reports and resources to guide us down the long road to reconciliation. The 94 
Calls to Action are the shortest summary of the outcomes of the commissions’ hearings. Politicians must read these 
recommendations as a necessary first step for any meaningful action towards reconciliation. 
 
2) What will you do to implement the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action? 
The Calls to Action were collectively created by Indigenous peoples across the country after a seven-year process of 
community gatherings, where people shared deeply painful stories about the impacts of colonization and worked hard 
to determine specific things that needed to be done to right the many wrongs of Canada’s ongoing colonial history. 
It is critical that members of the next federal government commit to honouring these calls. However, an analysis by the 
Yellowhead Institute showed that, as of 2020, only eight Calls to Action had been implemented. Politicians must pair 
their commitment to reconciliation with a concrete plan to address the legacy and ongoing impacts of colonization. 
 
3) How will you act on the recommendations from the Inquiry on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls? 
The National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls compiled stories of trauma and survival 
from more than 2,380 family members, survivors of violence, experts, and Indigenous Knowledge Keepers. It delivered 
231 individual Calls for Justice. Among them was a call to implement a National Action Plan to address violence against 
Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people, and another to immediately take all necessary measures to prevent, 
investigate, punish, and compensate for violence against Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people. 
The federal government released a plan of action two years after the release of the National Inquiry’s report. But 
according to Indigenous women leaders and advocates, that plan falls short of the comprehensive, system-wide, inter-
governmental responses that are needed to end genocide. 
 
4) What will you do to ensure the federal government provides adequate support for Indian Residential 
School survivors? 
The unmarked graves of children found at residential schools this year is the first time many have been confronted with 
what Indigenous communities have always known – and what was stated in the TRC report summary: these were 
schools “in name only … created for the purpose of separating Aboriginal children from their families, in order to 
minimize and weaken family ties and cultural linkages, and to indoctrinate children into a new culture.” In the words of 
Canada’s first prime minister, John A. MacDonald, they attempted to “kill the Indian in the child.” 
The last of these schools closed in 1996, and the trauma experienced in these institutions is felt through generations of 
Indigenous families and communities. The federal government, meanwhile, is fighting to avoid having to compensate 

https://www.thestar.com/politics/federal/2021/06/07/why-does-justin-trudeaus-government-continue-to-fight-indigenous-compensation-claims-in-court-i-cant-make-sense-of-it-top-advocate-says.html


Indigenous children who were ripped away from their homes because of a chronically underfunded child welfare 
system. Nearly 15,000 children in foster care are Indigenous – more than 50 per cent of kids in the system. 
By international definitions, Canada has committed genocide against Indigenous peoples, and our governments must 
stop hiding this truth from the public. 
 
5) What will you do to educate the public about the legacy of Indian Residential Schools and ensure an Indigenous-led 
process of public commemoration? 
Five of the 94 TRC recommendations specifically call on the federal government and churches to tell the truth about the 
children who were killed in residential schools, make documentation about their deaths and burial sites available to 
families and the broader public, and enable Indigenous communities to lead the process of revealing gravesites and 
documentation. While more and more grave sites are revealed and the public reckons with this news in a new way, the 
federal government has an important role to play in driving honest public education about the ongoing impact of 
residential schools – including the role that the federal government itself played alongside churches in creating and 
operating these institutions. 
 
 
Midland Today Question:  
We are a rich country in many ways, but many of our First Nations reserves still don’t have clean drinking water. The 
tragedy of Residential Schools has ripped open the hurt and trauma many of our Indigenous families have felt for 
generations. Many of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission recommendations remain unheeded. How would you 
address these issues and help heal these wounds? 
From: https://www.midlandtoday.ca/canadavotes2021/election-simcoe-north-candidates-address-indigenous-issues-
4252662 
 
 
Information compiled by: 

Indigenous Allies Working Group 
Unitarian Fellowship of Peterborough 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/foster-care-replaced-residential-schools-for-indigenous-children-advocates-say-1.5459374
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/genocide.shtml
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://www.midlandtoday.ca/canadavotes2021/election-simcoe-north-candidates-address-indigenous-issues-4252662
https://www.midlandtoday.ca/canadavotes2021/election-simcoe-north-candidates-address-indigenous-issues-4252662

